


u 


ree 


FERRERS 


= £228 818 


. 


Vis 


. 
3 








‘* | Bases. 
eThTG PY Aeece 


i ‘Coant, the 





~ 





CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE 


AND UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY. 








VOL. 4. 


“ve SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH, AND THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE yOu FREE.” Jesus Christ. 








—_—— 


PROVIDENCE. R. I. SATURDAY, MAROH 29,1828. . 








—- 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, 


BY JOHN Ss. GREENE, 
At No. 7, North Main-Street (third story.) 


Rey. DAVID PICKERING, Epiror. 


TERMS.—The Christian Telescope and Univer- 
galist Miscellany is published every Saturday morn- 
ing, and printed on good paper, with new type, in 
quarto form of eight pages to each number, with a 
complete index at the close of the year; making in 
all A pages to the volume. 

The paper will be sent tosubscribers at $3 per year; 
or$2 if paid within six months from the time of sub- 
scribing. 

{EF Subscribers who do not give notice of their 
wish todiscontinue their papers, at least one month 
previous to the close of one vol , will be considered 
subcribers for the next, and their bills presented ac- 
cordingly. 

7 Those who are, or may become agents for this 

per, will be allowed 12 1-2 cents for every subscriber 
obtained by them, and § 1-4 per cen for all monies re- 
mitted by them to the Publisher. ' ° 
we 


faiscellancous. 


UNIVERSALISM. 
A Licentious and Dangerous Doctrine. 


We often hear the above charge made by 
those who teach that, although we commit all 
manner of crimes, yot#by sincere*and hearty 
repentance, we wash out the stain, the whele 
is forgiven, and the offender goes unpunished. 
It does appear to me rather strange that the 
advocates of such a doctrine can, without a 
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blush, utter the accusation—Would not these 
persons do well to look at home, before they 
raise a clamor about licentiousness? But no, 
they are ever ready to take the mote out of a 
brother’s eye, before they examine the beam 
in their owa. I would like to know what can 
have a more licentious tendency, than to hold 
out to the ignorant the hope that it matters not 
how great their.crimes may be, repentance 
will cancel the debt. “Such a delusive bait 
has led thousands to the gallows; they believ- 
ed that they might safely commit every spe- 
ties of enormity, with nothing to fear but hu- 
man Justice, which might possibly be evaded, 
and as for the Justice of God, repentance 
would satisfy that. But admitting it should 
Come to the werst, and human Justice should 
overtake them, a Gallow’s Repentance or Con-| 
version, as it is technically called, is the most 
Sure passport rg heaven. Such a belief is cal- 
culated to buoy up and encourage the villian 
in his crimes, and it is not wondered at; for I 
must confess that if I believed as the orthodox 

sin is pleasant for the present, but 
unless there is repentance to balance the ac- 
payment must come in another 











& I would go on in all manner of iniqui- 











ty until I thought it time to settle the score, 
which is so easily done, even at the eleventh 
hour. Butno; daily experience gives the lie 
direct to such an opinion ; It is not true that 
sin is pleasant for the present, for in its own 
breast it carries a canker, which mars all en- 
joyment; nor is it true that repentance will re- 
store a constitution ruined by debauchery, not 
a fortune spent at the gambling table, nor yet 
will it restore a good name to the Rogue er 
Murderer—no; if there were nothing else to 
to disprove the idea and show the ridiculous- 
ness of the mighty stress that modern profess- 
ors lay upon repentance, as a means of escape 
from punishment, I should suppose this would 
do it. But this is not all; the doctrine is op- 
posed to revelation. 
Colosians, iii. 25, says, “He that doeth wrong 
shall receive for the wrong which he hath 
done ; and there is no respecter of persons !” 
Besides, there is nota graceless wretch in be- 
img that is guilty of a erime, but repents of 
having done it; yet his repentahce amounts 
to nothing ; he still goes on to sin, with an or- 
thodox belief that sin is pleasant; like the to- 
per, he drinks, and drinks, until he looses his 
reason ; it but adds fuel to the fire; his thirst 
increases—every step in sin increases the fe- 
verish anxiety for another, until the Gallows 
relieves him of himself. 

Tt must therefore be evident, that it is some- 
thing else besides repentance that is wanting 
—it is reformation which is a change of con- 


\duct, and not a noisy profession of Conver- 


sion and experiencing religion, as we fre- 
quently hear it called by. many that you would 
never suspect of being guided by the dictates 
of religion, if you did not have their own 
words for it ; yea, and so anxious are they to 
let you know that they have experienced this 
delusion,-ard drank of this freth, that you can 
scarcely get into the company. of such per- 
sons without being told of their miraculous 
change :—some vision or distempered dream 
has disturbed their repose, and as a matter of 
course, they experience this crEat change— 
a change which induces them to despise every 
one who does not fall down and worship the 
Galf which they have set up in the wilder- 
ness. This blessed chunge is a spiteful 
disposition towards all who dare to call in 

uestion the genuineness of such change.— 

t must therefore be evident, that reformation 
is seperate & distinct from this froth; refor- 
mation is a newness of life that prompts to 
every good and benevolent action, and induces 
to abstain from all evil in word and deed, yet 
Universalists believe that even reformation 
does not clear us of punishment, it only pre- 
vents the commission of more crime, where- 







Paul in his epistle to the | hope 


ESTES 
by the debt is not increased. Universalists 
believe with Paul, that every one shall receive 
for the wrong which he hath done, & there is 
no respecter of persons with God. This is 
one reason why Universalists prefer doing 
right; they know that the Deity is not so 
easily imposed upon by a mere show: another 
is, because they love him asa good Parent 
who deals justly with his caildren, chastising 
all without distinction, as much as is neces- 
sary to bring them to see the folly of iniquity, 
and the importance of reform. Now, or- 
thodoxy, do thou stand judge, lay thy hand 
upon thy heart and answer before thy God, 
which of the two Docttines is the most licen- 
tious, that which holds out to the sinner the 
of escaping punishment by an act of 
his own will, or the doctrine which teaches 
that every one shall receive if exact propor- 
tion to his crimes, and that there is no way of 
escape. What say you? Liberaiist. 


—-—e—- 
PIHTY IN EARLY °IFs. 

Be our rank or circumstances asthey may, the 
religion of the cross claims our first, our 
most ardent attention. In its origin it shared 
the enterprise of Heaven, was honoured with 
its birth in the glorious temple of God. Its 
purchase called forth the flowing crimson of 
innoeence; its enjoyment is the dearest legacy 
an indulgent Heaven can confer. In its influ- 
ence, in time, its effect is glorious; in futuri- 
ty, eternally auspicious. By it, an unholy na- 
ture is refined, the vitiated taste is corrected, 
and poisoned sentiments are made pure. Con- 
troled by. religion, the intellects are direct- 
ed to a successful course of improvement; 
the affections are fixed on a suitable object of 
regard, and the passions are all consecrated 
in sweetest harmony. By it, vicious disposi- 
tions are all suppressed, and every private and 
social virtue is called forth to action. Unkind- 
ness is moulded into charity, moroseness into 
affability, and falsehood into truth. It trans- 
forms idleness into industry, imprudence into 
economy, and indolence into perseverance. 
Religion constrains hypocrisy to give place to 
sincerity, obstinacy to condescension, disley- 
alty to fidelity, unkindness to hospitality, aud 
corruption to immaculate purity. Excess ex- 
pires at its alter, and pride and unsanctified 
ambition flee from its presence. Hardness of 
heart yields to its melting sympathies, cruelty 
of spirit is suppressed by its tender mercies, 
and the selfishness of our nature ® cracified 
by its overwhelming generosity. It tames the 
ferocious tempers of the savage, sweetens the 
strains of the poet, and wraps the heart of the 
sage in angelic contemplation. It gives suc- 





cess to the ruler, and loyalty to the subject; 
inspires the neighbour with kindness, and the 
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citizen with philanthropy ; directs the adge| 
in his decision, and contrels the executive m 
his authority. Those who legislate, it inspires 
with wisdom, and crowns the statesman with 
laurels.of patriotism. fn youth it is our guide, 
in manhood our director, and in age our gra- 
cious support. While favoured with prosper- 
ity, it adds sweetness to every enjoyment, and 
in adversity it gives consolation that nothing 
earthly can afford. In health it embellishes, 
in sickness it supports our nature; in death it, 
sweetens our passage, and in the resurrection | 
it refines us for the abode of the blessed.— 
Such is the nature, and such is‘h tendency ot 
the religion of the cross. 

This religion claims our attention in early 
life by virtae of the relation we now sustain 
to the world, that which we shall soon sustain 
to the world, and that which we ever sustain 
to a future mode of being. 

In our present relation, it is ours to console 
the miseries of age on the one hand, and to 
form characters of honour and usefulness on 
the other. Surely na obligation is more strong 
than that by which we are bound in tender- 
ness to these who are in the decline of life. 
Equity and fidelity demand, benevolence and 
gratitude enjoin a perpetual attention to these 
our fathers. They have nursed us in the hour 
of tenderness, and guided us in the slippery 
walks of youth. They now commit to us the 
fields they have cultivated, the houses they 
have builded, and the liberties they have a- 
chieved ; they ask, in return, a bare maintain» 
ance and a peaceful burial. Virtue in us 
their rising offspring, constitutes their dearest, 
their sweetest cordial. This gives them a 
prospect of the most consoling nature, while 
they stand upon the trembling verge, and 
look down the succeeding stages of posterity 
upon the one hand, and forward to the fields 
of everlasting pleasure on the other. Thus 
exulting, they pronounce us blessed with their 
expiring breath, and return with songs of 
gladness to wait in peaceful triumph our arri- 
val at the kingdom of our gracious Father.— 
Nor are we, in our present relation to the 
world, to be unmindful that ‘‘ A good name is 
better than precious ointment,” Yea, this “in 
man or woman, is an immediate jewel of the 
soul.” Piety in youth,—ah! lovely treasure! 
thy prospect is more radiant than the lucid orb 
of day: thy fragrance is more sweet than the 
odours of ten thousand flowers. Fond youth, 
be this thy portion, and thy character is,em- 
bellished with consummate glory ; be this thy 
inheritance, and the ardent struggling of thy 
soul is for ever at rest. 

Yet such is the relation we sustain to the 
world, that we are soon to pass from the flow- 
ery walk of youth to the important stage of 
manhood, where we shall be called to the 
highest offices of trust. In the legislative hall, 
it will be ours to direct the affairs of the nation, 
and upon the judiciary bench to terminate the 
conflict of contending parties. Soon it will 
be ours to fix thé taste and from the morals 





destiny of empires ours to control. And how 
can we do this successfully without taking in- 
terist in that kinddom which is “righteous- 
ness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,” with- 
out feeling disposed to say, “Thy kingdom 
come,” and to rejoice ‘the Lord God omnip- 
otent reigneth.” 
PREACHING. 

A preacher ought to speak to his audience 
as a father would talk to his children, with af- 
fectionate tenderness. In the most awful de- 
nunciations of the divine displeasure, an air of 
unaffected meekness should be preserved, that 
while, with unsparing fidelity, we declare 
the whole counsel of God, it may appear we 
are actuated by a genuine spirit of compas- 
sion. A hard and unfeeling manner of de- 
nouncing the threatnings of the word of God, 
is not only barbarous and inhuman, but cal- 
culated by inspiring disgust, to rob them of 
all their efficacy. If the awful part of our 
message, which may be styled the burden of 
the Lord, ever fall with due weight on our 
hearers, it will be when it is delivered with a 
trembling hand and faultering lip; and we 
may then expect them to realize its solemn 
import, when they perceive tha: we ourselves 
are ready to sink under it. “Of whom | 
have told you before,’ said St. Paul, ‘and now 
tell your weeping, that they are enemies of 
the cross of Christ.’ What force does that 
affecting declaration derive from these tears! 
An affectionate manner insinuates itself into 
the heart, renders it soft and pliable, and dis- 
poses it to imbibe the sentiments and follow 
the impulse of the speaker. Whoever has at- 
tended to the effect of the address from the 
pulpit, must have preceived how much of their 
impression depends upon this quality, which 
gives to the sentiments, comparatively trite, a 
power over the mind, beyond what the most 
striking and original conceptions possess 
without it.” Hat. 

There is another strain of preaching, which 
though it wear the garb of zeal, is seldom a 
proof of any power but the power of self: I 
mean angry and scolding preaching. The 
gospel is a benevolent scheme, and who- 
ever speaks in the power of it, will assuredly 
speak in love. In the most solemn declara- 
tions of God’s displeasure against sin, a prea- 
cher may give evidence of a disposition of 
good will, if he speaks under the influence of 
the power of trath. If we can indulge invec- 
tive and bitterness in the pulpet, we know 
not what spirit we are of; we are but gratify- 
ing our own evil tempers, under the pretence 
of aconcern for the cause of God and’ truth. 
A preacher of this character, instead of re- 
sembling a priest bearing in his censor hal- 
lowed fire taken from God’s altar, may be 
compared to the madman described in the 
Proverbs, who scattereth at ‘random, fire-1 
brands, amd arrows, and death, and saith am 
I not in sport? Such persons may applaud 
their ewn faithfulness and courage, and think 











and characters of succeeding posterity. An 
infant world will be .ours to nurse, and the 


ita great attainment that can so easily and 
constamtly set their congregation at defiance ; 


but they must not expect to be useful, so 

long as it remains a truth, that the wrath of 

man worketh not the righteousness of God.— 
’ Newron. 





1. Habituate yourself to examine the evi. 
dence of every thing you beleive, without trus- 
ting to education, former opinion, or the as 
sertion of others. 

2. Begin the study of divinity at the root, 
and not atthe branches: that is to say, begin 
atthe first principles in theology, which are 
few and plain, and afterwards trace them out 
in their various consequences, relations, and 
connexions. 

3. In order to fix your fitst principles; or 
fundamental doctrines, besides the Bible, read 
a few of the best authors on each side of the 
point you would wish to establish. 

_ 4. In reading authors aim more at possess 
ing yonrself with their general scheme and 
prineipal arguments, than with their particu- 
lar expressions and incidental sentiments. 
And while you labour to retain their ideas, 
labour to forget their words, which, ifrctained, 
will tend to prevent your making their ideas 
yourown. Therefore abound not in extracts. 

5. Follow not too strictly the. path of any 
particular divine, or divines ; for by following 
you will never overtake them but endeavour, 
if possible, to find out some new, nearer, and 
easier way py which you may get before, and 
really add some pittance to the common stock 
of theological knowledge. 

6. Let divinity be your supreme study, with 
an eye to which, let all your other reading, 
stady, conversation, and researches be direc- 
ted. 

7. Let your sermon, like a sugar loaf, begin 
at a point, and widen and expand to the end. 

8. First address the understanding, second- 
ly ‘the conscience, and lastly the passions of 
your hearers. 

9. Endeavour to leave the subject of your 
discourse on the minds of your hearers, rather 
than a few striking sentiments, or expressions. 

10. Take care, in delivery, to stand behind 
and not before your subject. 

11. Preach upon your subject, and mot 
about it. Ch. Magazine 

—EEEy 

When I look upon the tombs of the great, every 
motion of envy dies in me ; when I read the epi 
of the beautiful, every inordinate desire goes out; 
when I meet with the grief of parents upon 8 tomb- 
stone, my heart melts with compassion ; when] see 
the tombs of parents themselves, I consider the vani- 
ty of grieving for those whom we must quickly fol 
low ; when I see kings lying by those who deposed 
them, when I consider rival wits, placed side by side, 
orthe holy men that divided the world, I refle: 
sorrow and astonishment on the little competitions, 
factions and debates of mankind.; when I read the 
several dates of the tombs, of some that died as yer 


that great day, when we shall all of us be colpmpe 








rari¢s, and make our appearance tegeter. 


General Rules for Students in Divinity, - 





terday, and some six hundred years ago, Iconsider 





"oOo b= 3s 4A af? ee see 


Q- see 


Oo ss © oO 


nd 


“OSS SSCS ASRS So rS 


ai, 





CHRISTIAN TELESC®PE AND UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY 


249 


iby ‘eer 





——— 





INTERESTING VIEWS 
OF CHRISTIANITY, 
3O. 22. 

Ishball not return to the objection, that 
God could, by an extraordinary interposition, 
have prevented the decay of the language in 
which the deposition had been written ; that 
He could, by the same method, have preven- 
ted the destruction of the originals of the 
desposition, the contrarieties, alterations, and 
variations of the text. Ihave seen how un- 
reasonable such an objection would be, since 
it would suppose a continuation of miracles, 
&c. I have also acknowledge, that those 
contrarieties, alterations, and variations of 
the text, do not affect the foundation or sum 
of the deposition, and that it is not imposible 
to reconcile those texts in a satisfactory man- 
ner. 

I shall examine this difficulty still more 
closely. As the certainty ofa future state 
eould be founded upon real proofs only, and 
as the nature and end of miracles required, 
that they should be performed in a certain 
place, and in a certain time, it must therefore 
follow, that the proofs of a future state must, 
like all other proofs, be submitted to the ex- 
amination of reason. The proofs of a future 
state must therefore, be as much under the 
jurisdiction of cirticism, as any other histori- 
cal facts. And they would thus become the 
most important object of the enquiries of the 
learned ; and it might enter into the plan of 
PROVIDENCE, that the learned should col- 
lect those proofs, arrange them in a certain 
order, unfold them, rescue them from obscur- 
ity, resolve the objections which they might 
create, compose particular treatises on all 
these subjects, and be, to the people, inter- 
preters of that deposition in which were 
contained the word of eternal life. 

I wish to compress my arguments. Man 
has two ways of obtaining knowledge: the 
sense, and reflection. Néither of these ways, 
nor both united, can lead him to a moral cer- 
tainty of his future existence; there is too 
great a disproportion between them, and the 
nature of the things which are the objects of 
this certainty. Man, therefore, could not be 
directed to this certainty, by any other than an 
extraordinary method ; but this direction was 
to be given to a certain intelligent and moral 
being, to a man, that is to say,to a mixed be- 
ing, endowed with certain faculties and con- 
fined to certain limits.. If, then, this extra- 
ordinary method consisted in giving man new 

Ities, or in changing the present power 
of his faculties; it would not have been man 
that would have been directed to this certain- 
ag would have been a being very different 
4tom.man.. It was therefore necessary, that 
this extraordinary method sheuld bear such a 
relation to the present constitution of man, 
that without producing any change therein, it 


~might sufficiently convince his reason of the 


Certainty of a future state. Miracles were 
method ; for nothing was more. proper to 
love to man, that the Lord of nature had 


Bat if miracles had been wrought 





in every place, and at every time, they would | ples ! What lives! what manners! what ex- 


have returned again into the ordinary course 
of nature ; and it would be no longer possible 
to ascertain, whether the Lord of nature had 
spoken. Miracles, therefore, must have been 
wrought in a certain place, and at a certain 
time. They must, therefore, like all other 
facts, be subjected to the rules of testimony. 
Reason must apply those rules, and by this 
application, judge of the reality of those facts. 
And because those facts were miraculous, 
(and miraculous facts demand a greater num- 
ber of testimonies of greater weight, in order to 
be believed,) it was requisite, that this kind 
of proof should be given by witnesses, who in 
the highest degree conjoined the condition, 
which in the eyes of reason establish the cred- 
ibility of any fact whatsoever. I say, of any 
fact whatsoever, because it appears to me most 
evident, that miracles are not less facts, tho’ 
they should not be comprehended within. the 
sphere of the commen or ordinary laws of na- 
ture. Reason will then acquiesce in the proofs 
which miracles afford, if upon applying to 
them the rules of sound criticism and strict lo- 
gic, they appear to be solidly established. 

I shall add only one reflection more, and 
then I think I shall have satisfied myself as to 
the difficulty proposed in the begining of the 
section. Havel not very much exaggerated 
this difficnity 1 Are great talents, such vari- 
ous and exalted knowledge, indeed necessary 
to form a sound judgment of the proofs of this 
revelation, which the wants of human nature 
solicit from Supreme Goodness? Will not a 
good understanding, which is impartial, and 
disengaged from the prejudices of false philo- 
sophy, will not a good and honest heart, a 
moderate degree of attention, be sufficient to 
estimate palpable proofs, collected by men of 
the best qualifications; with order and perspicui- 
ty, in books which are suived to the capacities 
of all the world? That a judicious reader may 
be able to judge of the truth of a particular 
history, or of a particular doctrine, is it abso- 
lutely necessary, that he possess all the tal- 
ents and knowledge of the authors, who have 
collected the proofs ofthat history or doctrine ? 
Does the decision of any point whatever, in- 
dispensibly demand, that all the judges have 
the same measure of knowledge, the same 
penetration, the same talents,which they have 
who report it? Does it nothappen every day, 
that we are obliged to have recourse to the 
skilful, or to teachers of arts and sciences, up- 
onvery many things more or less necessary ! 
Why then should not the people have recourse 
to the learned, to select and estimate the proofs 
of that revelation, whose certainty they en- 
deavour to place within their reach? Besi- 
des, are there not some of those proofs whicii 
may be easily apprehended by the most [imit- 
ed understandings? How strongly does the 
excellency of the morality of Jesus Christ 
strike, the honest, feelin 
does the character of Christ himself excite 
the admiration and reverence of every sin- 
cere friend totruth and virtue! How deeply 
is this character stamped upon the figst, disci- 


soul! How much 


amples ! what benevolence! what charity! 
Could the people behold such things, and re- 
mained unconcerned? They do not, perhaps, 
believe from. such proofs, as will convince a 
man of learning ; but they may believe from 
proofs most adapted to their capacity ; and 
their belief will not be Jess ratioual, less con- 
solatory, nor less practical. 

Shall I oppose the moral necessity of human 
actions against the doctrine the Founder of 
Christianity 7 Shall I pretend, that this kind 
of necessity excludes all imputation, and con- 
sequently all law and religion? DolI not 
clearly see , that moral necessity is, in fact, 
no real necessity ? That it is nothing more, 
than certaintny, considered in actions which 
are free? Because a man must love himself ; 
because he cannot but determine for that 
which his understanding: has judged to be 
most eligible; because his will tends essenti- 
ally toa real or apparent good, does it follow, 
that man is purely a machine? Does it fol- 
low, that laws cannot direct him to his true 
end ? that he cannot observe them, that he 
has no understending, no will, no liberty; 
that his actions cannot, in any sense, be impa- 
ted to him ; that he is not susceptible of hap- 
piness or of misery; that he cannot search 
for the one, nor avoid the other; that, ina 
word, he is not a moral being? I lament, that 
the poverty of language has introduced into 
philosophy that unfortunate term moral necessi- 
ty, so improper in itself and which creates so 
much contusion in a thing most simple, which 
cannot be explained with too much precision 
and clearness. 
Power of the Human Eye.—The overmaster- 
ing power of the human eye upon the Lion, 
has been frequently meniioned’ by travellers. 
From my own inquiries, i am perfectly satisfi- 
ed of the fact ; and an anecdote that was re- 
lated to me by Major Macintosh, proves that 
this facinating effect is not confined exclusive- 
ly to the Lion. An officer in India, having 
chanced to ramble intoa jungle, suddenly en- 
countered a royal Tiger The encounter ap- 
peared equally unexpected on both sides, and 
both parties made a dead halt, earnestly ga- 
zing at each ether. The gentleman had no 
fire arms, and was aware that a sword would 
be no effective defence in a struggle for life 
with such an antagonist. But he had heard 
that.even the Bengal Tiger might be some- 
times checked by looking him firmly in the 
face.—He did so ; in a few minutes the Tiger 
which appeared preparing to make his fatal 
spring, grew disturbed, shrunk aside, and at- 
tempted to creep round behind him. The of 
ficer turned constantly on the Tiger, which 
still continued to shrink from his glance, but 
darting into the thicket, and issuing forth at 
a different quarter, it persevered for above an 
hour in this attempt to catch him by surprise ; 
till at last it fairly yielded the contest, and 
left the gentleman to pursue his pleasure walk. 
‘Lhe directéon he now took, as may‘ easily be 
believed, was straight to the tents at double 





quick time. Thompson's Southern Africa. 
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Dr. Franklin, in his memoirs, is particu- 
larly anxious to inculcate the duties of indus- 
try, inordor that his posterity may kaow the 
use of a virtue, to wkich he was so largely 
indebted. Throughout the whole of his long 
life, his pees was strengthened by an éx- 
ampls of the most remarkable industry, of 
which he furnishes many instances, When a 
printer, he was engaged in a work of forty 
sheets, on which he worked exceeding hard, 
for the price was low. “I composed,” says 
he ‘‘@ sheet. day, and Meredith worked it off 
at press; it was often eleven at night, and 
sometimes later, before [ had finished my dis- 
tribution for the next day’s work ; for the little 
jobs sent in by our other friends, now and then 
put us back But so determined was I to 
continue doin; a sheeta day of the folio, that 
one night when having imposed my forms, 
and I thought my day’s work over, one of 
them by accident was broken, and two pages 
were reduced to pi [a printer’s term for the 
type getting mixed and in confusion, ] I imme- 
diately distributed and composed it over again 
before I went to bed; and this industry, visi- 
ble to our neighbours, began to give us char- 
acter and credit; particularly I was told, tliat 
mention being made of the yew printing of- 
fice, at the merchant’s every-night club, the 

neral opinion was, that it must fail, there 
a. already two printers in the place, Kei- 
mer and Bradford ; but Dr. Baird, a native of 
St. Andrew’s in Scotland, gave a contrary 
opinion. “For the industry of that Franklin, 
said he”. ‘‘is superior to any thing I ever saw 
of the kind ;I see him still at work when I go 
home from the club, and he is at work again 
before his neighbours are out of bed.” his 
struck the rest, and we soon after had offers 
from one of them to supply us with stationary ; 
but as yet we did not choose to engage in 
shop busines,” ~ 


TIME. 

Time is the most indefinable, yet paradox- 
ioal of things; the past is gone, the future is 
not come, and the present becomes the past 
even while we attempt to define it, and like 
the flash of the lightning at once exists and 
expires.—Time is the measurer of all things, 
but is itself unmeaserable, and the grand dis- 
Closer -of all things, but is itself undisclosed. 
Like space, it is incomprehensible, because 
‘it has no limits, and it-would be still more 
soifit had, It is more obscure in its sourses 
than the Nile, and in its termination than the 
Niger ; and advances like the swiftest tide, 
but retreats like the swiftest torrent. It gives 
wings of lightning to pleasure. but leaden feet 
to pain, and lends expectation ®eurb, but en- 
* joyment a.spur. It robs beauty of her charms 
to bestow them on her picture, and builds a 
monoment to merit, but denies.it a house ; it 
is the transient and deceit -u/ flatterer of false- 
hood, ‘but the tried and fiual friend of truth, 
“Pime is the most subtle, yet the most insatia- 
“fle of depredators, and by appearing to take 
pothing, is permitted to take afl; hor can it 


ae 





be'satisfied until it has stolen the world from 
us and us from the world. It constantly flies, 
yet overcomes all things by flight, and al- 
though it is the war ally, it will be the 
future conqueror of Death, ‘Time, the cradle 
of Hope, bat the grave of Ambition, is the 
stern corrector of fools, but the salutary coun- 
seller of the wise, bringing all they fey to 
the one, and all’ they desire to the other ; but 
like Cassandra, it warms us with a voice that 
even the sagest discredit too long, and the 
silliest believe to late. Wisdom walks before 
it; Op; ity with it; and repentance be- 
hind it; he that has made it his friend, will 
have little to fear from his enemies; but he 
that has made it his enemy, will have but lit- 
tle to hope from his friends. 
; ——Oe— 
THE VANITY OF PRIDE. 
Why all this toil for triumphs of an hour? 
What though we wade in wealth, or soar in fame, 
Earth's highest station ends in ‘here he lies’ 
And ‘dust to dus*’ concludes her noblest song 
Dr. Young. 
Pride may be considered one of the stron- 
gest ions or emotions of the human mind; 
but we more frequently see it united with ig- 
norance than with sense: There is a portion 
of vanity and pride necessary to the preserva- 


is carried to an extent beyond that medium, 
it becomes disgusting in the sight of modesty 
and humility, and never fails to render the 
possessor conteniptible in the eyes of the 
chaste and uncorrupted. Adversity is neces- 
sary tothe state of man, to prevent that re- 
dundance of pompous independence, and to 
reduce tliat plethora of the soul, by which he 
forgets the true source from whence his bles- 
sings flow. Prosperity continued, soon wraps 
him up in his own conscious greatness, and 
he disdains the humble avocation of offering 
up thanks to that Being who has strewed his 
path with plentiful a! aadance, and giver him 
the means.by which he may be happy. 

What is man? Is he a being’ of celestial 
origin, and are the destinies of time and eter- 
nity in his own hands? Did-he command cre- 
ation to be framed from nothing, and did he 
say “let there be light,” which was immedi- 
ately obeyed? Did he snatch that flaming 
sphere, the sun, from the dark caverns of 
chaos, and hurl it, with ponderons arm, to be 
fixed for ages in the vast wilderness of the u- 
niverse ? I say, did he bid order and regulari- 
ty pervade the immensity of space, and did he 
farm those immutable laws which every where 
exist throughout the vast profound of nature's 
arcana? No, he did not. So far from having 
the sceptre of command in his own bands, he 
was formed after the great fabric of the uni- 
verse was framed. He has but one circum- 
stance connected with his formation of which 
he may boast, which is that he was made in 
the image of his great Architect, the Sove- 
reign of the universe. Manis but a worm.— 
He is superior to the different orders and ge- 
nera which surround him in the point of intel- 
lectual reason, but like them he falls by the 
winter of age, by casualties, by disease, and 





. | and his semblance lost in the clods of thes 


by many other frailties incident to gui 
matter. He is seen no more Opon the éah 
Scarcely has he embarked upon the temp. 
tuous waves of time ; betore the current ium 
from the course Which he was ursuing, a 
finally Ianids ‘him; with all his boasted ian 
ness, on the"unknown shore of an alfule 
nity. From the moment he makes his éutras 
on the stage of action, he is gradually uf 
going the process of decay, and hastens 
along, without perceiving his rapidity “@ 
final dissolution. The particles of nature" 
the atomic portions of animal matter, are 4 
tinually chamging, and the same flesh whi 
covers isis bones to day, will in the course of) 
few years, be entirely carried away by them 
tonishing process of nature, and be iimperes, 
tibly replaced by a new formation. 

is ever changing, until the final scene of 
is closed, when he is given up a prey to the! 
sects of the earth, and there to be tran: 
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ley. ‘ How humiliating the thought! Sig 
man then presume to be proud of that ba 
which is destined to be the food of loath 
worms? Surely not! He is but a traveller 
this terraqueous ball, and already ate % 





shades of ev.ning begining to gather Wi 


tion of the-human character; but when it{ him, and the dark mantle of night will ew 


op the ‘torch of day, upon which he is deligh 
ed to gaze! It is the night of death! Som 
will he cease to behold the dazzling 
youth dance in festivity around him, and 
will he cease to hear the sweet melody of ing 
sic, or the séng of the warble? in the Soli 
grove. Scenes which delight, and seen 
which inspire, will be shut out from his ¥i 
forever. Noris it hoary age alone whieh 
doomed to this melancholy catastrophe. 
tender flower of youth is often cut downt 
the keen edged scythe of time, and layed 
the cold arms of death. No age, sex, of én 
dition is exempt, but all alike are levelled! 
the dust.—Let us approach yon wide reposite 
ry of the dead, ‘and seek there for distinct 
here is the tomb of the ambitious m 
whose aspiring’ soul once plunged a nation’ 
woe, and whose name is written in bum 
blood upon tHe tablet of remembrance, & 
de down to posterity! But behold here] 
fies in his own insignificance. Here #t 
grave of the proud man, who consid ! 
self superior to his fellow mortals, and {a 
down with degrading contempt upon & 
who considered themselves equal by 
‘of nature.—What ‘is presented now? 
wrench the firth portals which lock bim"® 
our sight, and search after the difference | 
tween him and thepauper by his side. Lat 
is done! Ali! me, what an appalling { 
cle his remains present to the aston ” 
A ghastly skeleton is all that is left ; 
that cannot be recognized to have belonged) 
so boastful a being. See his bones are’ Dem 
ing to cramble into dast, and then, whe 
be the proof that he ever existed on the 
None, none will then be found. He will ha 
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returned to his mother earth, and his > 
forgotten.—T he clownish plougtmen will 
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" unconscious of his greatness, and 
de his lullaby at the evening hour. A 
‘space is allotted to his relics in this sol- 

j, and the same circumferance is 
sto the begger who slumbers at his side, 


viable thought fo the proud man, but alas, 


deny it! There in his sight sleeps 


sskall which once was filled with as many 


an dreams as that which gazes with va- 
sare upon it. Heart-rending idea to the 
man! He there views the state to which 

) me must be subjected, which he 
‘abinks is-too good almost to tread the 
beneath him. Thus sleepg great Cesar, 
mbers Tarquin the proud. Their 

i not retrieve their fall, and their 
iMdsuperiority could not escape the yawn- 
‘of the grave. Death 1s no respec- 
persons, but devours, without remorse, 
lions at one meal, and slays youth, beau- 
fide and grandeur, nor casts a single 
sen his indiscriminate choice. What 
of briny tears have swept their course 

s¢ eyes of relatives, for the loss of their 

mi friends. Pride was carried away in 
elming deluge, and its brother, am- 
awits.side. There is not a single 

owed upin the vortex of time that 
carry with it to the vast labyrinth of 

the lives of about eighty. thousand of 

gan family.—;Where is pride in this 

iy famine? Alas! it is “destined to fill 
Memished maw of death. The brilliant 
looming cheek, and the blushing lips 

ty, by whom the great and the 
hate bowed down in adoration, are all 


we 


pte perish in the gloom of the grave. 
tong is the admonition to improve the 
and prepare it for the enjoyment of su- 
Ml felicity, instead of lavishing on the 
ody of dust the gaudy trappings of earth- 
ty, which vanish into nothing, the mo- 
death lays his cold hand on the 
of beauty. Thus we see that pride 
ming such frail mortals, and when 
|to a conclusion, we are convinced 
ity. Let not the proud critic say, 
re said of Rosseau, that I give virtue 
bids, and vice in deeds; for his own rea- 
il teach thatd,write the truth, unvarn- 
Ewith sophistry, without the embelish- 
iof false imagery, and anpolluted by the 
b | of fascinating fiction. Ge ask 
lego ask the silent slumberer wrap- 
jhis:pale cold shroud—go ask the migh- 
who once swayed the sceptre of a 
bd at whose nod the millions of man- 

pd, and they shall tell as with the 
@iaspiration, as with a voice of thun- 
ie vanity and insignificance of all hu- 


rid 


tongue is the interpreter of a 
peaks always of himself, will at 

wot occasion to speak ill of him. 
tm from vanity, will seldom speak 
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FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 


BXOOMUNICATION. 

It will be seen by the following charges, trials, and 
Letters, that bigotry stillreigns ; and that an enlarge- 
ment of the christian’s faith is treated as one of the 
most crying sins, that call for the veangeance of the 
church. How will professors “choose darkness 
rather then light ” hi Ep. 

Mr. Pickering—I here send you an account 
of thé dealings of the Congregational Church 
in this place, with Br. Orrin Hollenbeck, who 
was formerly a member of the above mentioned 
Church, with a request that you would publish 
itin the Telescope. It may be intetesting to 
the generality of the readers of your paper. | 
am confident that it will be read with deep in- 
terest by by those who take your paper in this 
vicinity. Here tollows the first letter address- 
ed to Br. Holienbeck, by Mr. Hayden, Pastor 
of the Church. Geo. Messincer. 

Egremont, March 11, 1828. 

LETTER I. 

Br. Hotrensecx—lI inform you by this, 
that on the 2d inst. a complaint was laid before 
the church of which you are a member against 
you, charging you with having departed from 
the faith, by denying the future and everlasting 
punishment of the wicked, as taught in the 
Holy Scriptures; and having embraced heresy, 
by believing, of pretending to believe that all 
men will be saved contrary to the whole tenor 
of the word of God ; and having thus brought 
reproach upon the church of Christ. 

‘L’'he church voted to act upon the complaint 
and appointed the 20th of the present month 
forthat purpose. By another vote, they di- 
rected me to give you the above information, 
and cite you to appear at 2 o’clo¢k, P. M. the 
20th of the present month at the meeting-house, 
the place of ofr public worship. I do there- 
fore,cite you toappear,at the above named time 
and place, to answer to the above named com- 
plaint, and to show cause if any you have, why 
the charch should not pass sentence against you. 

Garpner Haypen, Mod'’r. of the Church. 

Egremont, Nov. 8, 1828. 

' Br. Hollenbeck appeared before the church 
accordin ; to the preceeding citation, and made 
the following defence, in which IT have made a 
few minor alterations and additions by obtain- 
ing ‘his consent and approbation ; but I have 
been Careful to retain the exact meaning of 
the original nvanuscript G. M. 

Respected Pastor, Brethren and Sisters—As 
T have been cited to ap; car at this time and 
place, to shew cause, if any I have, why the 
church should not pass sentence against me— 
I do, in conformity thereto, stand forth to de- 
fend my cause, which I believe to be the cause 
of my Divine Master (O thou God of the spir- 
its of all flesh, do thou assist me. Unto thee, 
O Lord, do I lift up my soul. O my God I 
trust in thee; let me not be asbamed of the 





cause I have espoused. Let not mine 
ci triumph over me.) And I begin in 
the first place by making some remarks upon 
the charges brought against me. It appears 
that the first charge is “denying the docirine 
of the future and everlasting punishment of 
the wicked.” I acknowledge I do not believe 
in endless torment, for the doctrine appears to 
me to be contrary to reason and scripture, aud 
dishonoring to God, ‘The reason why I die 
believe the nigh ys be — it is subversive 
of the’ nature and design of punishment.— 
‘The nature of punishment is to benefit the 
sinner, and its design to reform him. Breth- 
ren permit me to ask you- who have children, 
if you ever punish a child for your pleasure 7 
To this you must answer no, if you are men 
of common sense. You punish the child to 
do it good. If you were to tell a child if it 
disobeyed you that you would by no means 
clear it from punishment, and if it should pep 
pen to disobey, would any one of you concluc 
that you must not cease punishing your child 
so long as you should both live? No this you 
could not do, were there one spark of human- 
ity in your hosom. Formerly, I believed that 
God would punish without doing the punished 
any good, or designing ever to reform by it.— 
But now I believe mankind are punished for 
their good, and for the purpose of producing 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness in those 
who are excised by it. y belief. is founded 
on the word of God. If you feel disposed to 
doubt it, read Heb. xii. 411. I cannot see 
thatany gece will ever be realised, by the pun- 
ished, er by him who inflicts the punishment, 
if it continue through the oe of eter- 
nity. O! says one, this is nothing but human 
reasoning. Well be it 80. God has made me 
a rational being, and I mean to be reasonble, 
And as my heavenly Father has blessed me 
with reason and it becomes me to use it; for 
if I do not use it I shall be no better than a 
beast. 

I come now to consider the second charge 
brought against me. Which is “having em- 
braced heresy by believing o1 pretending to be- 
lieve that all men will be saved contrary to the 
whole tenor of the word of God.” 

My brethren ; I am charged with embrac- 
ing heresy by you. But you cannot prove that 
the doctrine I embrace is heresy, or that I am 
a heretic. I care not what names you Tae . 
upon me. If you call me heretic, infidel, Uni- 
versalist, offscouring of the world, or any thing 
else you please, which your heated imagina- 
tion can invent, shall not make me renounce 
my honest sentiments. I can say with St. 
Paul, “But this I confess unto thee, that af- 
ter the way which they~ call heresy, so woar- 
shipI the God of my fathers, believing all 
things which are written in the law and in 


,the prophets.”—Acts, 24.14. We read of — 
Christ’s disputing with lawyers, doctors, 


Scribes, and Pharisees; but never hear of his 
crying heresy. You say that “believing that 
all mankind will be saved is eontrary to the 
whole tenor of the word of God.” This is 
your mere say so, and not mine, neither is it 
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the saying of any portion of the word of God. 
‘I will now quote scripture, which to my un- 
derstanding goes directly to prove that all men 
will finally be saved. Eph. 1.9, 10.—Having 
made known unto us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasare, which he hath 
barpene in himself ; that in the dispensation 
of the fullness of times, he might gather to- 
gether in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven, and which are on earth even 
in him.” Nowif all things are gathered to- 
gether in Christ both which are in heaven and 
which are on earth, | ask you, where you will 
find any thing out of Christ ? 

The second testimony which I Shall pro- 
duce is in 1. Tim. 2. 1—4. In two ver- 
ses he exhorts that first of all, supplications and 
prayers, &c. be made for all men, ‘for this is 

‘ood and acceptable in the sight of God our 
viour who will have all men to be saved and 

40 come unto the knowledge of the truth.”— 
Now if it be the will of God that ali men shall 
be saved, I ask who among the sons of men 
can oppose his willto any purpose? I wiil 
quote one more passage in my favour which 
ought to suffice. Ps. 22. 27.—All the ends 
of the world shall remember and turn unto 
the Lord and ali the kindreds of the nations 
shall worship before thee.” When I contem- 
plate ypon the sure word of my heavenly Fa- 
ther, and view him in nature’s works, | can 
say with the psalmist, ‘The Lord is good un- 
to all; and his- tender mercies are over all his 
works.” Yes my brethren when I view my 
Creator as a God of goodness, and believe him 
to bea Father -of unbounded and impartial 
love to all his children, it fills my soul with 
adoration and praise, and carries me beyond 
this vale of tears and suffering to that world of 
pure blessedness where sorrow and sighing 
are no more, and where tears shall be wiped 
from all eyes. Yes, I can look forward to the 
time when all the discord which now rages 
in this world shall be done away ; when all 
shall know the Lord fromthe least unto the 
greatest ; when Christ shall have reigned till 
he shall have subdued all things unto himself, 
and God be all in all.—Then shal! universal 
peace and harmony and love pervade the wide 
empire of our God.—Then the vision of the 
revelator John shall be realized. Who says 
“And I beheld and I heard the voice of many 
angels around about thé throne, and the beasts 
and the elders : and the number of them was 
ten thousand times ten thousand, and thou- 
sands of thousands ; saying with a loud voice, 
worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, and glory, and blessing. And ev- 
ery creature which isin heaven, and onearth, 
and under the-earth, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them heard | saying, bles- 
sing, and honor, and glory, and power, be un- 
to him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb forever and ever.” And now breth- 
ren I have done. If you feel disposed to pass 
sentence upon me,-I am ready to hear my 
doom. I count it a Jight thing to be judged 
by man, knowing that he who judgeth me is 


thei.ord. If I am an ‘offender, or have com- 
mitted any per spon of death, I refuse not 
todie. IfI suffer reproach for my'sentiments, 
I am not the first, for Paul that biessed apos- 
ue says, “We therefore labour and suffer re- 
proach because we trust in the living God, 
who is the Saviour ofall men.” 1 Tim. 4 10- 
If you now condemn me and pass sentence up- 
on me, I will say in imitation of the blessed 
Son of God, ‘‘Father forgive them for they 
know not what they do.” Or like faithtul 
Stephen say, ‘‘Lord lay not thissin to their 
charge.” And now I appeal to the Court of 
heaven, and there, I doubt very much wheth- 
er you will be permitted to take the judgment 
seat. Orrin HoutenBecgk. 

Egremont, Now. 20. 1527. . 

Here follows a second letter from Mr. Hay- 
den to brother Hollenbeck. Some of it is like ; 
the first. That part which is like the first 
may be properly omitted. To the second let- 
ter brother Mollenbeek paid no other atten- 
tion but to read it, G. M 

LETTER 2. 

Br. Orrin Hollenbeck—The church ap- 
pointed the 20th day of Nov. last to hear the 
evidence that might be brought in support of | 
the complaint against you, and also to hear) 
your defence: and directed me as moderator } 
of the church to cite you to trial, which [ did. 
Accordingly on the 2U. of Nov. last you ap- 
peared before the church at a regular cburch- 
meeting and made what you called a defence. 
After hearing what you had to say the breth- 
ren of the church expressed their views unani- 
mously as follows. We regard the senti- 
ments and views which brother Hollenbeck 
embraces as subversive of the fundamental 
| principles of the christian religion, and there- 
fore ought to be regarded as heresy. The 
complaint being sustained by your own confes- 
sion, the church directed me as moderator to 
admonish you according to the direction of| 
the apostle Paul in his epistle to Titus 3. 10. 
I do therefore in the name and by the authori- 
ty of the church of which you are a member, 
affectionately and solemnly admonish you to 
consider what deep reproach you have bro’t 
and are still bringing upon the cause of 
Christ, and repent of this thy wickednets, and 
pray God if perhaps the thought of thine heart 
may be forgiven thee, and manifest your re- 
$e ayo by confession and reformation. And 

do assure you, that if you refuse tohear the 
admonition of the church you will compel 
your brethren to proceed tothe last act of dis- 
cipline laid down by the great Head of the 
Church, viz : “Let him be unto thee asan hea- 


then and a publican. 
. Moderator of 


the church of 
Christ. in Eg- 

Egremont, Dec. 17. 1828. | remont. 

Br. Hollenbeck did not see fit to answer ei- 
ther the second or the third letter. Here fol- 
lows Mr. Hayden’s third letter, 

LETTER. 3. 
Br. Hollenbeck, It becomes my duty as 





GarDENER HaypDEN. 














moderator of the Church of which you are a 


member to admonish you of your Wickedneg 


[Here follow the charges contained in the 
letter} Your brethren of this church belp 
grieved on account of the deep reproach 


your apostacy and heresy have brought @ ap? | 


the cause of Christ in thisplace, and in 
places so far as it is known, and realj 
that when one member suffers, all the gy 
bers suffer with it ; and being especially de 
sirous that you might be recovered ont of the 
snare of the devil, that your soul might lige 
having laboured with you according to the 
rections of the great Head of the Churche 
But regardless of your most solemn vows and 
covenant agreements, you have hitherto digg 
garded the private admonition of the 4 
and you have treated with neglect the 
nition of the church, dated Dec. 17. 1] 
The church wishing still to show their 
bearance toword you; and at the same time 
their fidelity to Christ, admonish you ong 
more to repent of your wickedness, andj! 
make amends so-far as you can by can 
and reformation, for the injury which ym 
have done the cause of Christ. It is aleo 
duty to assure you that if you neglect to be 
this second admonition of the church, the 
brethren must and will proceed to the lastact 
of discipline, viz ; Excommunication, 
By order of tre Church. i 
Garpener Haynes, 
Egremont Jan. 23. 1828. 
( To be concluded in our next.) 
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FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLADY., 

A rew Remarks appressep To. “L, Me 

Having waited some time to see the cought 
sion of the remarks you requested to havepit 
lished from Mr. Hudson’s work, in answet® 
my communication in the 21st No. of the Te 
escope, &c | now hasten to offer my 
opinion, .n aconcise manner, of the® 
guments adduced from the above ame 
publication: I shall not attempt to gr 
a formal reply, because it is wholly unm 
cessary. It is not worth while to spend til 
to confute ideas, which are already, in them 
selves considered, dispersed and overthrow 
As toconsidering the observations and 
soning of Mr. H. conclusive, or proving k 
positive side of the question, they do 
therefore, until this is done, and the 
ments I advanced are fairly met and 
it will be to no purpose to travel the 
over again in search of an object that] bat 
not been able, as yet, to find. The few 
marks which I made were brief, and % 
not calculated ta contain ample exempum 
tion of the nature of the subject which #4) 
manded— but however, as much as! mg 
have fallen short in doing justice to tt, 
not find from the extracts of Mr. H's. 
that the main arguments from me are @ 
ed. They are not applicable in seply 
expressed views- For this reason the a= 
in dispute remains unsettled. =n 

I am somewhat surprised that so 9° 
should be printed to invalidate my F ' 
aad finally leave the field in possession 
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» For as long as “ L: M.” or W. H. 
sve not proved the positive, they cannot ex- 
weme to relinquish the negative. It be- 
mgs to you to prove, scripturally and logic- 

igs much, your side of the question, as it 
age to me to prove mine ; and so long as 

Sirguments are unanswered, sol remain 
ng for more light and knowledge to sub- 

aatinte your ground. 

There are two passages which I will jnst 
ation, out of a great many others that might 
named, that go to prove a contrary system 

purs. Solomon says, ‘‘ Then shall the 
‘turn to the earth ss it was: and the 
shall return unto God who gave it.”—~ 

ai$2.17. Iwould query from this, does 
sypartofthe corporeal system go into an- 
world after death ? If it do not, what 
ibe the existing cause of misery there 1— 

Weer spirit returns unto God, where, and 
iyecan there be a medium state between Mts 
lgving the body before it arrives to God 1— 

m arrived to God, what proof is there 
wa the divine testimony, that the soul 

‘with him? 

besecond passageisin II Cor v. 1. “For 
that if our earthly house of this taba-" 
mélewere dissolved, we have a building of 

God, a house not made with hands, eternal in | 
teheavens.” Lintroduced this text in my 
femercommunication, but now bring it for- 
tal 0 propose a few qnestions. When this 

house is dissolved, how long then be- 

the soul will find a residence in the buil- 

ing of God, 2 house not made with hands ?— 
it evidence have we from the above pas- 
that any sou! is ever in a state of suffer- 

iM, previous to its admittance into a state of 

iety ? Is there any intermediate place for 
imal, from earth to heaven’? Andif there 
pWhat proof have we from the word of God, 

where is it? Many more questions might 
asked, but the foregoing are sufficient. 

Thad some idea, at first,of making a few 
fvations upon the inconsistent reasoning 
ir H— but when I came to look over 

fmereasoning and his conclusions, I found, 
mathe subject was properly weighed, that 
Méconfuted his own system, much better 

; ai "was possible for any one else to do it. 

€ quotations are inapplicable to 

! ; therefore his reasoning and con- 

at are abortive in substantiating his pre- 

| Affectionately yours, 


~ 


R. Coste, 

YE TO CHRIST AND CHRISTIANS. 
Me Ross was aresident at Floor, in’ 
Amptonshire (England,) and was es- 
B by all his religious acquaintance, as a 
» pious man. He was a constant 
attendant on the means of grace, 
nd private ; and was scarcely ev- 
church meetings, and was 
prevailed on to assist in prayer, 
me Occasions. His general conversation 
famind mortified to the world, and de- 


* 





God. This good man towards the 
p was under great dirkness and 


dejection of mind: and in his last sickness | at liberty $ 2 3 with an expressive smile, he 


prehensions as 


was filled with desponding 
hese apprehen- 


to the safety of* his state. 


/sions he expressed in so affecting a manner, 


as greatly interested the feelings of his 
pious friends, and particularly Mr. Petto, the 
pastor of the Church, who frequently visited, 
conversed and prayed with him, All this a 
vailed nothing: he refused to be comforted, 
because he thought that the promises of the 
gospel did not belong to him. As death seem- 
ed to approach, he was violently agitated with 
horor and despair, and addressed his friends 
that visited him in terms that filled them with 
great distress. The circumstance occasioned 
great searchings of heart among them. They 
had been wont to entertain a very high opinion 
of his personal piety, and could not account 
for this strange dispensation. However, the 
day on which he died, a minister who was on 
ajourney, called at Mr. Petto’s, not with any 
view of stopping; but Mr. Petto desired him 
to alight, for he had a circumstauce to relate 
to him, which was the case of this poor dis- 
tressed friend ; and expressed a wish that he 
would go and see him, in hopes that he might 
be directed to say something thaf might be 
useful. After giving a brief account of the 
life and conversation of Mr. Rose, express- 
ing the great esteem he had for him, and the 
concern which his present state of distress 
gave him, &c., they went to see him. On 
approaching the bed of the poor dying man, 
the minister asked him how he was in his 
mind 1—*Oh, sir (said he) never worse, never 
worse? I am in a lost state! just dying and 
have no hope! I am as sure that I shall go to 
hell, as ! am of bemg aman!” The minister 
replied : Friend I am grieved to find you un- 
der so much dejection : but however, though 
I dare not positively say, that you will not go 
to hell, from all the accounts I can gather 
concerning you, | believe you are not likely 
to stop there-long, for you have loved the 
company of serious Christians, to converse 
with them on religious subjects ; and you were 
most in your element, when you have been 
attending at such opportunities, You have 
been wont to tell of the love and loveliness 
of Christ—of his matchless grace and.conde- 
scention in assuming human nature, and 
obeying and suffering for the redemption and 
salvation of sinners; and also of the work of 
the Holy Spirit, in revealing Christ to the 
souls of sinners, as the only hope set before 
them’ in the gospel. Now I would have -you 
to know that, as it was the habitual temper 
and disposition of your mind, and in all the 
= part of your life ever since you knew the 

rd Jesus Christ, death wil make no change 
in the habit of your mind. Nay: and if you 
should even go to hell, you will be the same 
man, and you will begin to talk on the same sub- 
jects.—Now, this will never be borne: your 
company will soon be hateful to the-inhabit- 
ants of hell, and the devil will soon turn you 
out agaf.” 

This peculiar thought was the means,, in 
the hand of the Spirit, of setting the poor man 


exclamed, All is well, all is well; and depart- 
ed in a few minutes after. Those words had 
8 remarkable ac i ntin him ; “Mark 
the perfcet man, and behold the upright ; for 
the env of that man is. peace.” 


REMARES. 
The foregoing narative was published in the 
“Curistian Watcuman,” of Jan. 25th for 
the current year. We were not aware, until 





we read this article, that our Baptist Brethren 
would allow that a man, even though he were 
a Baptist, could ever escape from hell, upon 
any terms whatever, after once becoming a ten- 
ant of the place. But it seems, a pious cler- 
gyman of their faith, succeeded in convincing 
one of their number that his escape was not 
only probable, but certain! This must be a 
most welcome and grateful reflection to our 
Baptist brethren ; and we should be unfeeling 
not to rejoice with them at so advantageous @ 
discovery. All denominations in christendom 
(Universalists excepted,) can find an easy es- 
cape for their members by the same means, 
so that the discovery may be of incalculable 
advantage to the various orders of christians, 
with the above ezeeption. The expedient ap- 
pears to be approved by the Watchman, and 
to have been inserted with much sincerity :— 
And should we not be uncharitable to doubt 
the sincerity of the Clergyman, after the means 
had been so blessed by Heaven to the comfort 
of atrembling, dying man? It must be even 
so; for the Creator, surely, would not sanction 
a fraud by the signal approbation of so imme 
diate a blessing. But stop—we have only 
been viewing the most pleasing part of the pic- 
tufe—there are other characteristics which 
wear a different aspect. It would appear from 
the narative, that this poor dying man was not 
cheered by the hopes of divine mercy, or a 
firm reliance on the all-sufficient grace of God; 
But by a conviction that his satanic majesty 
would not suffer him to remain in his domin- 
ions! That the devil would be so sliagreened 
and disappointed at his behaviour that he would 
forthwith drive him beyond the precints of the 
infernal pit! Now whether he ever arives in 
heaven, or not, is a subject of minor import- 
ance; for since the devil will not have him in 
hell, he has nothing to dread. But to what 
would he be indebted for his freeedom from 
hell? Certainly, not to the pardoning love of 
God—Not to the mediating grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ—But to the caprice, disgust and 
resentment of the devil!! What a means of 
refugeis here discovered for the millions of 
our race, who are so fortunate as not to be Uni- 
versalists ! 

Should it be asked, why. the Universalists 
are an exception to the advantages of this dis- 





covery 1—We answer; they have a different 
| foundation on which to rest their hopes, They 
| have no reliance on the whims of satanic re- 
sentment, nor the disgust of disappointed de» 
mons. They “ trust in the mercy of the-Lord, 
forever,” and feel, like the Patriarch David, 
that “‘He is their Rock and their salvation.”— 





They hope in the promise of God to Abraham, 
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that he*‘will bless all the kindreds of the earth, 
in Christ, the promised seed.” They believe 
with the great apostle, “that as sin hath reign- 
ed unto death, even so, the grace of God will 
reign through righteousness unto eternal life, 
by Jesus Christ our Lord.” They repose their 
confidence in the Lord Jesus, believing that 
“there is none other name given under heaven, 
among men, whereby they must be saved— 
That, other foundations can no man lay than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ :”- 
and having these promises and gracious en- 
couragements before them, it would be treason 

ainst Heaven for them to trust in any thing 
different. Exercising faith in the testimony 
of God’s word, they can rejoice in the assur- 
ance that they are dependant for salvation up- 
on a Being infinitely wiser and better than 
themselves. 

, In the joy of this confidence, they can in- 
vite the whole world to the arms of a bleeding 
Saviour, and bid them welcome to the trium- 
phunt enjoyments of faith, and to the unspeak- 
able “‘gift of God, which is eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.’? Come, then, and 
feast upon the bounties of divine grace, and 
know by happy experience, “‘ blessed is the 
man that trusteth in the Lord, whose hope is 
in the God of Jacob.” 


NOTICE. 

The public are informed, that Mr. Balfour’s 
Essays, and remarks on Hudson’s Letters, 
are now ready for sale. Subscribers who can 
make it convenient to call, or send for their 
books will confer a favour. The editors of 
other papers giving this notice an insertion, 
will oblige W. BALFOUR. 
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Poetry. 
TO CATHARINE K.---A LITTLE GIRL. 

That beautiful and starry brow, 
With youth and joy all splendent now— 

Can it be mar’d by years ? 
That passionless and saintless breast, 
Where innocence hath raised her nest— 

Must it be racked by fears ? 
That glowing cheek and sun bright eye 
Whence laughter wings its archery— 

Will it be stained with tears ? 
Such is, alas ! the bitter doom 
That waits each tenement of the tomb ; 
And how can’st thou, young bud of beauty, be 
Excluded from the gale of destiny ! 











But years will pass nor leave behind 
One stain upon thy seraph mind— 
Then, come, thou fearful age ! 
And fears that racked thy breast may prove 
The token sure of tender love— 
Such is love's heritage ! 
And tears from pity's fount will flow, 
And on the cheek full sunny glow, 
Of joy the fond presage ! 
Thy days shall onward wing their way, 
Like the month of fi e, breathing May ; 
Or should grief come thy beauties to enshroud, 
Jt shall pass.o’er thes, like an April cloud. 





CHRIST STILLING THE TEMPEST. 
BY MRS. FELICIA C. MEMANS. 
“But the ship was in the midst of the sea, tossed 
with waves ; for the wind was contrary.” 
Sr. Marneyw, xiv. 24. 
Fear was within the tossing bark, 
When stormy winds grew loud : 
And waves came rolling high and dark, 
And the tall mast was bow’d — 


And men stood breathless in their dread, 
And baffled in their skill — 
Bnt One was there, who rose and said 
_ To the wild sea, “Be still!” 


And the wind ceas’d—it ceas‘d '—that word, 
Pass,d through the gloomy sky ; 

The troubled billows knew their Lord, 
And eank beneath his eye 


And slumber settled on the deep, 
And silence on the blast, 

As when the righteous falls asleep, 
When death's fierce throes are past. 


Thou that did’st rule the angry hour, 
And tame the tempest’s mood 

Oh! send thy spirit forth in power, © 
O’er our dark souls to brood! 


Thou that did’st bow the billow’s pride, 
Th mammeeete falfil— 

Spe ak to passion’s raging tide 
Speak and Acta —wehby 3 still!” , 


faarvicd, 


In this town, by Rev. Mr. Wilson, Mr. Wm. Allen, 
to Miss Mary Thompson 

On Tuesday last, by Rev. Mr. Pickering, Mr. Dex- 
ter B. Rice, of Mendon, to Miss Patience Curtis, of 
Bellingham, Mass. 

In Cranston, Mr. Henry Greene. to Miss Harriet 
Henry. 

In North Kingston, by Rev. William Northup, Mr. 
John H. Gardner, of Jamestown, to Miss Hannah D. 
Allen, daughter of Samuel D. Allen, Esq. of the for- 
mer place. 

In N. Kingsten, Mr. Sands Perkins, to Mias Abby 
Helme. 

In England, Mr. Thomas Leigh, to Miss Turner. 
This is the lady whose abduction by Wakefield, made 
so much noise a few months since. 


Died, 

In this town, Miss Margaret Hammond, aged 16. 

On the 19th inst. Mr. Jacob Safe, oo aged 80. 

On the 20th, Sarah wife of Wm. C. Jenks, aged 43. 

On Tuesday morning, Mrs. Cyntha 8. Young, wife 
of the late Capt. Wm. Young, aged 57. 

On same morning, Mr. Cyrus Ellis aged 60. 

In Attleborough, Mrs#Margaret Daggett, aged 59. 
—On the 2lst instant, Mr..Henry Sweet, aged 67. 

In Glocester, Joseph Cady, aged 4 years, eon of 
Mr. Nedabiah Angell. Y 

In Cranston, Miss Elizabeth Field, aged 53. 




















UF For Sale at this Office, A Series of Letters, 
addressed to Rev. Hosra Ba.uov, of Boston ; being a 
Means ed the oe of A FUTURE i ba 

, against the principal arguments y 
him,Mr. Bheten, and rey Cuarues Hupson, 
Pastor of a church in Westminster, Mass. Printed 
by D. Watson, Woodstock, Vt. 307 pages Svo. Price 
#1, bound and lettered. 


JUST RECEIVED, 
And for sale, 110 1-2 Westminster-Street, 
Rev. Mr. Rayner’s Farewell Sermon, on his 
taking leave of the Episcopal Church, with | 





the correspondence between Bishop Brownell : 


and himself. 
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SERMON, 1. Hebrews xi. 6.—AR @ 
cometh to God, must believe tiat he is @ 
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seek him. By David Pickering, Pastor of 
First Universalist Society in Providence 
oy ae ' ie 

SERMON, 2. Psalm cxix. 89, 96 —p, 
ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in hem 
Thy faithfulness ts unto all gencrations ; thy 
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the same. bes 
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and see that the Lord is good; blessed ish 
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Boston, Ms. 
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SERMON, 6. Romans vii. 12.—Whes 
fore the Law is holy, and the commandnal 
holy, and just, and good. By Adin 
Pastor of the Prince-Street Church, 
New-York. 

SERMON, 7. James i 25.—Butwhw 
looketh into the perfect Law of liberty 
continueth therein, he being not a fi 
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be blessed in his deed. By Robert 'L. Kila 
Pastor of the First Universalist Chureh, Mt 
tleborough, Ms. yy 
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SERMON, 8. Phil. ii. 12—Wokat 

our own salvation with fear and tremblng= 

y Rev. William I. Reese, of Weest-Bloow 
field, N. Y. 3 

SERMON, 9. Rom. xvi. 20.—And 
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